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Bayer AG has reached verbal agreements to resolve a
substantial portion of an estimated 125,000 U.S.
cancer lawsuits over use of its Roundup weedkiller, according
to people familiar with the negotiations,
Fortune reported Monday.

The deals, which have yet to be signed and cover an estimated
50,000 to 85,000 suits, are part of a $10 billion Bayer plan
to end a costly legal battle the company inherited when it


https://truthcomestolight.com/bayer-reaches-verbal-deal-to-settle-up-to-85000-roundup-cancer-lawsuits/
https://truthcomestolight.com/bayer-reaches-verbal-deal-to-settle-up-to-85000-roundup-cancer-lawsuits/
https://truthcomestolight.com/bayer-reaches-verbal-deal-to-settle-up-to-85000-roundup-cancer-lawsuits/
https://sustainablepulse.com/2020/05/25/bayer-reaches-verbal-deal-to-settle-up-to-85000-roundup-cancer-lawsuits/
https://sustainablepulse.com/2020/05/25/bayer-reaches-verbal-deal-to-settle-up-to-85000-roundup-cancer-lawsuits/
https://sustainablepulse.com/author/henry/
https://fortune.com/2020/05/25/bayer-roundup-cancer-lawsuit-settle/

acquired Monsanto in 2018, the people said. While some lawyers
are still holding out, payouts for settled cases will range
from a few million dollars to a few thousand each, said the
people, who asked not to be identified because they aren’t
authorized to speak publicly.

A surge in Roundup claims, along with some big court losses,
have weighed on Bayer since the Leverkusen, Germany-based
company spent $63 billion to buy agricultural giant Monsanto —
which developed the weedkiller. The shares have dropped about
40% since the deal closed two years ago, wiping out some $39
billion of Bayer’'s market value.

More on Fortune.com

In May 2019, after less than two full days of deliberations, a
California jury ordered Monsanto to pay just over $2 billion
in punitive and compensatory damages to a married couple who
both developed non-Hodgkin lymphoma they say was caused by
their many years of using glyphosate-based Roundup products.

In March 2019, a unanimous jury in federal court in San
Francisco ordered Monsanto to pay roughly $80 million in
damages for failing to warn plaintiff Edwin Hardeman of the
cancer risks of Roundup herbicide.

In August 2018, jurors in state court in San Francisco ordered
Monsanto to pay $289 million in damages to school
groundskeeper Dewayne “Lee” Johnson, who is dying of non-
Hodgkin lymphoma the jury found was caused by his exposure to
Monsanto’s glyphosate herbicides. The judge in that case
lowered the total verdict to $78 million and the verdict is
now on appeal.

Evidence laid out in the three trials included numerous
scientific studies that showed what plaintiffs’ attorneys said
was proof Monsanto’s herbicides can cause non-Hodgkin
lymphoma. As well, the attorneys presented jurors with many
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internal Monsanto communications obtained through court-
ordered discovery that show Monsanto has intentionally
manipulated the public record to hide the cancer risks.

Among the many revelations that have emerged from the trials:

= Monsanto never conducted epidemiology studies for
Roundup and its other formulations made with the active
ingredient glyphosate to evaluate the cancer risks for
users.

= Monsanto spent millions of dollars on covert public
relations campaigns to finance ghostwritten studies and
articles aimed at discrediting independent scientists
whose work found dangers with Monsanto’s herbicides.

 When the US Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry sought to evaluate glyphosate toxicity in 2015,
Monsanto engaged the assistance of EPA officials to
delay that review.

» Monsanto enjoyed a close relationship with certain
officials within the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), who have repeatedly backed Monsanto’s assertions
about the safety of its glyphosate products.

= The company internally had worker safety recommendations
that called for wearing a full range of protective gear
when applying glyphosate herbicides, but did not warn
the public to do the same.

Studies have repeatedly linked glyphosate and glyphosate-based
herbicides such as Roundup and Ranger Pro brands, to non-
Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL), a type of blood cancer. In 2015, the
International Agency for Research on Cancer classified
glyphosate as a probable human carcinogen.


https://www.law360.com/articles/1142398/ex-monsanto-ceo-defends-roundup-concedes-study-limits
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation-now/2017/03/16/emails-show-monsanto-tried-ghostwrite-research/99248950/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/collusion-or-coincidence-records-show-epa-efforts_b_5994dad4e4b056a2b0ef02f1

