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While U.S. media decries the ‘brutal Russian invasion’ of
Ukraine-yet an intrepid reporter finds that the Russians were
welcomed as liberators in the southern Ukrainian city of
Henichesk along the Sea of Azov.
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Sonja Van den Ende for Covert Action Magazine reports..

[This 1is a report from Sonja Vandenende, a Dutch journalist
who was embedded with Russian troops in southeastern Ukraine.
Previously, Sonja reported on the ground in Syria for CAM. Her
reporting substantiates that of Patrick Lancaster, a Russian-
speaking U.S. Navy veteran whose reporting on the war 1in
Donbass for eight years 1is respected by investigative
journalists. CAM’s mission 1is to bring to your attention
alternative narratives gleaned by eyewitness accounts—even if
they could be misconstrued as pro-Russian.—Editors]

Last week I was embedded with the Russian army and visited two
towns in southeastern Ukraine. The first town was called
Henichesk, a port city along the Sea of Azov in Kherson Oblast
(province) of southern Ukraine, bordering on Crimea.

The Russian army, patrolling the city, went with us—the
embedded journalists—for protection. But actually the
protection was not really needed; the people in Henichesk, at
least the majority with whom I spoke, were very happy that the
Russian army was there.

The people that I spoke to all said the same thing: They felt
protected from the criminal gangs, with their Nazi ideology,
who raged the towns. They in turn hoped that Ukraine will
prosper again.

Since the coup d’'état of 2014, the economy of Ukraine has
become very bad, according to many citizens in Henichesk.

I could see that people were standing in line to get money
from ATM machines outside the banks, money which was barely
there.

At the market, the food was scarce. The Russian army 1is
providing humanitarian aid, which they do in every village and
town, liberated from these criminal gangs. This is how many
Ukrainians call them.
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Numerous villagers in Henichesk told me that, as the Russians
entered their town, they left everything intact. I heard this
stated many times. No damage, no dead, no wounded. Most
people, they said, are happy that the Russians were there..
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