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That’s  the  headline  Reuters  should  have  written,  instead
of AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine trial Brazil volunteer dies,
trial to continue.

If you ask anyone with middle school grasp of science what is
a “placebo,” they will likely say, “a sugar pill.”  A placebo
has always meant an inert, benign substitute for the drug
being tested.  How many Earthlings understand that with this
Covid vaccine, the placebo is another vaccine? And in this
case, it may well have killed a healthy, altruistic 28 year
young man. Our sincere condolences to his grieving family. He
volunteered to help others.   And what of every parent whose
child needs a meningitis vaccine for school? Are they to feel
comforted?

noun
noun: placebo; plural noun: placebos

a harmless pill, medicine, or procedure prescribed more for
the  psychological  benefit  to  the  patient  than  for  any
physiological effect.
“his Aunt Beatrice had been kept alive on sympathy and
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placebos for thirty years”

a substance that has no therapeutic effect, used as a control
in testing new drugs.
a measure designed merely to calm or please someone.
“pacified by the placebos of the previous year, they claimed a
moral victory”

###

SAO  PAULO/FRANKFURT  (Reuters)  –  Brazilian  health  authority
Anvisa said on Wednesday that a volunteer in a clinical trial
of the COVID-19 vaccine developed by AstraZeneca and Oxford
University  had  died  but  added  that  the  trial  would
continue.Oxford confirmed the plan to keep testing, saying in
a statement that after careful assessment “there have been no
concerns about safety of the clinical trial.”

AstraZeneca declined to comment immediately.

A source familiar with the matter told Reuters the trial would
have been suspended if the volunteer who died had received the
COVID-19  vaccine,  suggesting  the  person  was  part  of  the
control group that was given a meningitis jab.  Read more
here.

 

[Truth Comes to Light Editor’s note: See related video by Del
Bigtree & Jefferey Jaxen at The HighWire.]
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