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Children’s Health Defense is funding a lawsuit by a D.C.
mother alleging a doctor vaccinated two of her children for
COVID-19 without her consent after falsely telling the
teens the shots were required for school.

by Brenda Baletti, Ph.D., The Defender
March 6, 2023

The mother of two children who were given COVID-19 vaccines
without the mother’s consent 1is suing the doctor who
administered the vaccines.

An attorney representing NaTonya McNeil last week filed a
lawsuit in Superior Court for the District of Columbia
against Janine A. Rethy, M.D., M.P.H.

According to the complaint, on Sept. 2, 2022, McNeil took her
two older children, ages 15 and 17, to the KIDS Mobile Medical
Clinic/Ronald McDonald Care Mobile clinic, operated by
Georgetown Hospital, to complete their required annual
physical exam for the 2022-2023 school year.

The lawsuit alleges Rethy, director of the mobile clinic, held
the children in the examination room longer than necessary for
a regular check-up and vaccinated them against COVID-19 over
their objections and without consulting their mother

In order to attempt to obtain the children’s consent — which
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they are not legally able to provide without a parent or
guardian — the doctor falsely informed the children the
COVID-19 vaccine was mandatory for school attendance and told
them they could not lawfully decline it if they wanted to
attend school.

The suit, filed by D.C. Attorney Matthew Hardin, seeks damages
for false imprisonment, battery and fraud.

Children’s Health Defense (CHD) 1is financing the lawsuit
because, according to CHD President and General Counsel Mary
Holland, “CHD couldn’t just sit still and not allow this wrong
to go unpunished and not bring this to the public’s
attention.”

In an exclusive conversation with The Defender, McNeil
explained why she is suing the the doctor:

“I just feel like people shouldn’t be able to do whatever they
want to do to other people and especially not to children. As
a mother, I feel like, ‘You all just took all my rights away
from me to do what you wanted to do to my kids.’

“I do want justice to be done in this case. I feel like
something needs to be done. This can’t just continue to
happen.”

‘I feel violated’

According to the complaint, Rethy’s stated goal is to
vaccinate all children against COVID-19. The complaint quotes
her statement to the press:

“Our goal is to increase vaccination rates in children here in
D.C. . . . For more than 30 years our role has been to be in
the community to help address the problem of health
disparities, bringing families care where they are.

“For this particular effort, we are glad to be partnering with
DC Health to provide both regular childhood vaccines and
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COVID-19 vaccines to all children.”

In addition to her role as director of the mobile clinic,
Rethy is chief of MedStar Georgetown University Hospital's
Division of Community Pediatrics and assistant professor of
pediatrics at Georgetown University School of Medicine.

McNeil said that when she took her older children to the
clinic, she stayed outside the examination room to care for
her infant. As soon as the children entered the doctor’s
office, she called her daughter’s cellphone to let Rethy know
she was just outside the door if the doctor needed to consult
her for anything.

According to McNeil, the doctor did not ask or inform her
about any vaccinations, and did not ask her to sign anything.
At the end of the physical, Rethy came out to talk to her.

McNeil said the doctor explained her son’s asthma treatment
plan, but that’'s all they discussed.

As they were heading home, McNeil said she was shocked when
her daughter complained that her arm hurt “pretty bad.” When
McNeil asked her why it hurt, her daughter said she was given
the COVID-19 shot, even though she told the doctor she didn’t
want it.

When McNeil asked her why she allowed the doctor to administer
the shot, her daughter said:

“When she had the needle in her hand and she was coming
towards me, I backed up and I asked her what is that needle,
and she said it was the COVID shot and I .. told her I didn’t
want it and she said, ‘Well it is mandatory, you have to get
it in order to go to school.'”

Rethy allegedly administered the shot to her daughter, and
then to her son. McNeil said:

“He’'s 14 and he said they didn’t even ask him if he wanted it



or not, but when they gave it to him, he said he thought he
had to get it because his sister got it.”

According to the complaint, both children received the
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine, authorized for emergency use, and the
meningococcal vaccine. Her son was also injected with TDaP.

Both children were upset and angry they had been coerced into
vaccination, the complaint says.

No school mandate, despite what clinic and doctor
alleged

When she got home, McNeil said she called the doctor’s office,
and asked them why they vaccinated her children without her
consent.

“I would have never consented to you all vaccinating my
children,” she said. “I'm not vaccinated and I'm not getting
vaccinated and my kids were never supposed to be vaccinated
for COVID period, under no circumstances.”

She said the person on the phone said they were supposed to
get them for school.

After hanging up, McNeil said she was “so irritated I even
started crying” because she couldn’t believe “they put this
poison” into her children’s bodies.

In July 2022, D.C. public schools imposed a vaccine

mandate for schoolchildren ages 12 and up for the 2022-2023
school year. But on Aug. 26, just weeks after imposing the
mandate, officials walked it back, postponing it until 2023.

That means when McNeil’s children saw the doctor, there was no
school vaccine mandate in place, despite what the Rethy
allegedly told the children.

The age of consent

The District of Columbia in March 2021 enacted the D.C. Minor
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Consent for Vaccination Amendment Act of 2020 (D.C. Minor
Consent Act), allowing children 11 and older to consent to the
administration of any vaccine — including COVID-19 shots -
recommended by the Advisory Committee on Immunization
Practices (ACIP) — without parental knowledge or consent if
the medical provider believed “the minor is capable of meeting
the informed consent standard.”

The law also required healthcare personnel to provide accurate
immunization records to the Department of Health and to the
student’s school, but not to parents with religious
exemptions.

CHD and Parental Rights Foundation filed a lawsuit seeking a
court order to declare the D.C. Act unconstitutional.

A judge for the U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia on March 18, 2022, granted a preliminary

injunction prohibiting the D.C. mayor, Department of Health
and public schools from enforcing the law.

That means at the time McNeil'’s children visited the clinic,
they could not legally provide consent to be vaccinated
without their mother’s consent.

McNeil said:

“To do that to my little children, my innocent children. They
took her rights. When she backed away from you [the doctor]
and said she didn’t want it, that should have been the end of
it.

“Or you [the doctor] should have called me on the phone to
find out what I feel about the situation. But you [the doctor]
basically told my child a lie so you [she] could do what you
[she] wanted to do to my kid.”

This article was originally published by The Defender — Children’s Health
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