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The following 1is a statement from the commander of the
National Defence Forces in the Syrian Christian city of Al
Sqgeilbiyyeh, Nabel Alabdalla. Nabel is planning to build a

symbolic version of Hagia Sophia in his city on the land that
he and his soldiers have defended for 10 years against the
terrorist gangs dominated by Al Qaeda and sponsored by the US
Coalition, including Turkey (a NATO member state)
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Nabel Alabdalla. Photo: Vanessa Beeley

After reading the misrepresentative media reports and
misleading analysis regarding the building of a small version
of the historic Hagia Sophia on our land in Al Sqgeilbiyyeh
after the neo-0Ottoman occupation of the original temple, I
would like to make the following statement to clarify things:

l. The idea arose as a reminder and a warning that a
monument to human and spiritual heritage could not be
tampered with by a fanatic and war criminal.

2. Hagia Sophia was originally built as a church and was
not a temple for any other religion prior to that. It
was a symbol of Christianity for thousands of years
before the Ottoman occupied it by force and because he
is a barbarian extremist, he converted it to a mosque —
the opposite to what Al-Farouk (Omar bin Al-Khattab) did
in Jerusalenm.

3. Some reactions have demonstrated that fanaticism in
general and the delusional Ottoman Empire and the
Caliphate are still influencing some minds.



. The idea was my personal vision and nobody has joined me
in this project, it will be built on my land and I will
personally finance it.

. The initiative won the blessing of the Patriarch of
Antioch and the rest of the eastern Greek Orthodox, this
is the right of any citizen who believes in their
religion, their country and who has belonged to this
land for thousands of years and to their Christianity
for more than two thousand years.

. Al Sqgeilbiyyeh, our beloved city has sacrificed a
hundred and sixty martyrs from among our young men,

women and children. We have received more than seven
thousand rockets but we have been victorious and we have
resisted these attacks thanks to our glorious Syrian
Arab Army and its commander in chief, President Bashar
Al Assad. The city deserves a memorial and this church
will be dedicated to prayers for the martyrs and to
remember their names for eternity engraved in the marble
of its walls.

. Our Russian friends heard about this initiative from the
media, so they mentioned the project to the Duma and
this 1is evidence of their opposition to Erdogan’s
actions. However, the church will be built only with
hands from Sqeilbiyyeh and with Syrian stone, on my land
and I will finance the project personally — just as our
ancestors preserved our heritage and our land, so we
shall do the same.

. Some sick individuals are trying to suggest that the
building of the church is some kind of “Russian
protection for the Christians of the Middle East. Our
Russian allies have provided and are providing support
to Syria and to the Army. Our Christianity is part of
our Syrian identity, we will belong to this earth for
eternity and our existence upon this land is timeless,

our faith is righteous and our church bells will ring
forever.

. We have completed the design and we will soon lay the



foundation stone and start the building work. Every
civilised human being will be invited to pray in this
small church which will immortalise “divine wisdom” and
the souls of the martyrs.

10. Al Sqeilbiyyeh is a city of resistance and of stubborn
life which has not been defeated by the Ottoman legions.
It will stay a steadfast Syrian city and a sanctuary for
all who believe in one God, the God who gathers all
Syrians together, and the terrain that protects our
heritage in Great Apamea. Because we genuinely believe
in this principle, we have warmly welcomed more than
four thousand Syrians displaced from Idlib by the
Ottoman terrorism.
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Soon the Hagia Sophia bell tower and bell will rise above
Sgeilbiyyeh to ring out the message that an ignorant,
fanatical murderer will never be able to erase divine
wisdom and that Syria will remain, forever, the cradle of



Christianity and civilization, regardless of those who
would see it destroyed.

Nabel Alabdalla, Syrian citizen. 28th July 2020
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