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Ron Johnson (R-WI) and former Green Bay Packers
player Ken Ruettgers held a press conference June 28
with families who want to ‘be seen, heard and
believed by the medical community’ after suffering
adverse reactions to COVID vaccines.

by Megan Redshaw, The Defender
June 29, 2021

Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI) held a news conference Monday
to discuss adverse reactions related to the COVID vaccines —
giving individuals who have been “repeatedly ignored” by the
medical community a platform to share their stories.

The group that spoke was put together by Ken Ruettgers, a
former Green Bay Packers offensive lineman, whose wife
suffered an adverse reaction after receiving a COVID vaccine.
Ruettgers, who now lives in Oregon, started a website to bring
awareness of COVID vaccine reactions to the medical community.

“We are all pro-vaccine,” Johnson said at the onset of the
news conference. In fact, Johnson has had every flu shot since
the Swine flu, is current on all of his vaccines and was a
huge supporter of Operation Warp Speed, though he has not had
a COVID vaccine because he already had COVID.
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Johnson said his goal was to provide a platform for these
individuals who were injured by COVID vaccines so the health
community and mainstream media would acknowledge them and get
to the root cause — to find a solution for these problems.

Johnson argued that while most people don’t suffer significant
side effects following vaccination, he 1is concerned about
“that small minority that are suffering severe symptoms.”

Five people from across the U.S., including a 12-year-old girl
who was part of the Pfizer clinical trial, joined the

conference at the federal courthouse in Milwaukee. They
described their reactions to the COVID vaccines, including
neurological, cardiac and gastrointestinal issues,
debilitating health problems and hospitalizations.

Among them was Maddie de Garay from Ohio who volunteered for
the Pfizer vaccine trial when she was 12. On Jan. 20, Maddie
received her second dose of the Pfizer COVID vaccine as a
participant in the clinical trial for 12- to 15-year-olds and
is now in a wheelchair.

“Why is she not back to normal? She was totally fine before
this,” said Stephanie de Garay, Maddie’s mother. She
volunteered for the Pfizer vaccine trial “to help everyone
else and they’re not helping here. Before Maddie got her final
dose of the vaccine she was healthy, got straight As, had lots
of friends and had a life.”

Upon receiving the second shot, Maddie immediately felt pain
at the injection site and over the next 24-hours developed
severe abdominal and chest pain, de Garay said at the press
event.

Maddie told her mother it felt like her heart was being ripped
out through her neck, and she had painful electrical shocks
down her neck and spine that forced her to walk hunched over.

Maddie’s parents took her to the emergency room as instructed
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by the vaccine trial nurse administrator. Her labs were taken,
she was checked for appendicitis, given an IV with medicine
and sent home. The diagnosis in the discharge summary read
“adverse effect of vaccine initial encounter.”

Maddie’s condition continued to worsen. Over the next two and
a half months her abdominal, muscle and nerve pain became
unbearable, her mother said.
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